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LIVING ENVIRONMENT

Living Environment/Biology – This course is one of three science courses required for graduation with a Regents sanctioned diploma, it covers a variety of topics associated with living organisms and their interactions.

The Major units of study in Biology include:

1. Cell Structure and Function

2. Human Anatomy & Physiology

3. Biochemistry

4. Plant and Animal Maintenance (Photosynthesis & Respiration)

5. Reproduction and Development

6. Genetics

7. Evolution

8. Ecology

Students who seek to obtain a bachelors degree in college should take all of the Regents science courses and as many AP courses as possible.

TEXTBOOK

UPCO’S: Living Environment, An Activity Oriented Biology Course; Lorraine Godlewski

All students will be issued this Workbook/Textbook during the first week of school. It will be used for class work assignments, homework assignments, labs, and exam review. This book contains tear-out assignments that will be handed in for grading. Students must have a 3-ringed binder that they can put their graded assignments into so they stay organized for quiz and test review.

Students must be responsible for their books, they will need to purchase a new one if anything happens to their original copy.

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS

Your homework accounts for 1/5 of your grade. We will try not to overwhelm you with too much homework, but it will be a significant part of your grade. Homework will consist of the following assignments:

1. Castle Learning – Almost every week you will be assigned an on-line assignment consisting of 15 – 20 questions based on the current topic. If computer access is a problem we will make arrangements for you to have a hard copy of the weekly assignment.

2. Workbook – You will also receive written workbook assignments, most of these assignments will be started as class work, and finished as homework if not completed in class. All students are expected to read the chapters that correlate to the topic we are covering.

3. Completion of Lab reports – Most labs will be completed in class but if they are not, you will be expected to finish them at home.

TESTS

Generally, full period tests are given at the end of each topic. Tests are mostly multiple-choice with a few short answers and other components. Tests are not administered on any particular day of the week. They will be administered whenever we happen to complete the topic. Students will be given a few days notice prior to a test. Tests make up 25% of the students grade.

QUIZZES

Quizzes are usually given at the end of each week. They consist of 20- 30 multiple-choice questions limited to that week's materials, this includes lab work. You will have the opportunity to improve your quiz grades through the creation of flash cards. You will need to bring 3x5 index cards to school on quiz days. You will go through 100 – 200 cards this year. Keep these cards in a file at home. They will be a valuable study tool in June.

LABS

A written record of your lab work is required by the New York State Department of Education as evidence that you have successfully completed the laboratory requirement for this course. Lab reports must be neat, complete, and in ink, except for graphs and diagrams. You must have written proof of 1200 minutes of laboratory experience in order to take the Regents exam. This breaks down to 30 lab reports. If you fail to fulfill this requirement you will be ineligible to take the regents exam and instead will take a school exam as your final. This will alter your graduation plans considerable.

· Remember – you have to pass two Regents exams in science in order to graduate!

Lab reports are due at the beginning of the lab session immediately following that in which the lab was completed unless otherwise specified by the teacher. Labs account for 1/5 of your grade.

Grading Summary – Quarter Grades

Tests



25%

Quizzes


20%

Homework / Classwork
20%

Lab Reports


20%

Participation / Behavior
15%

· As you can see most of your grade is under your complete control. A little effort goes a long way toward successful completion of this course.

Goals

Our goal is 100% passing the Regents Exam and over 40% passing with distinction.

What should you bring to class?

1. A pen and pencil.

2. Your notebook, preferably a 2 or 3 inch ring looseleaf binder with dividers.
3. An inquisitive mind and an attitude for success.

